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GOSPEL AND EPISTLE READINGS   
Epistle Reading  

 

St. Paul's First Letter to the Corinthians 6:12-20 

 

Brethren, "all things are lawful for me," but not all things 

are helpful.  "All things are lawful for me," but I will not 

be enslaved by anything.  "Food is meant for the 

stomach and the stomach for food" -- and God will destroy both one and the other.  The 

body is not meant for immorality, but for the Lord, and the Lord for the body.  And God 

raised the Lord and will also raise us up by his power.  Do you not know that your bodies 

are members of Christ?  Shall I therefore take the members of Christ and make them 

members of a prostitute?  Never!  Do you not know that he who joins himself to a prostitute 

becomes one body with her?  For, as it is written, "The two shall become one flesh."  But he 

who is united to the Lord becomes one spirit with him.  Shun immorality.  Every other sin 

which a man commits is outside the body; but the immoral man sins against his own body.  

Do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit within you, which you have 

from God?  You are not your own; you were bought with a price.  So glorify God in your 

body and in your spirit which belong to God.  

 

Gospel Reading 

Luke 15:11-32  

Sunday of the Prodigal Son 

 

The Lord said this parable: "There was a man who had two sons; and the younger of them 

said to his father, 'Father, give me the share of the property that falls to me.'  And he 

divided his living between them.  Not many days later, the younger son gathered all he had 

and took his journey into a far country, and there he squandered his property in loose 

living.  And when he had spent everything, a great famine arose in that country, and he 

began to be in want.  So he went and joined himself to one of the citizens of that country, 

who sent him into his fields to feed swine.  And he would gladly have fed on the pods that 

the swine ate; and no one gave him anything.  But when he came to himself he said, 'How 

many of my father's hired servants have bread enough and to spare, but I perish here with 

hunger!  I will arise and go to my father, and I will say to him, 'Father, I have sinned 

against heaven and before you; I am no longer worthy to be called your son; treat me as 

one of your hired servants.'  And he arose and came to his father.  But while he was yet at 

a distance, his father saw him and had compassion, and ran and embraced him and kissed 

him.  And the son said to him, 'Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you; I am 
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no longer worthy to be called your son.'  But the father said to his servants, 'Bring quickly 

the best robe, and put it on him; and put a ring on his hand, and shoes on his feet; and 

bring the fatted calf and kill it, and let us eat and make merry; for this my son was dead, 

and is alive again; he was lost, and is found.'  And they began to make merry.  Now his 

elder son was in the field; and as he came and drew near to the house, he heard music and 

dancing.  And he called one of the servants and asked what this meant.  And he said to him, 

'Your brother has come, and your father has killed the fatted calf, because he has received 

him safe and sound.'  But he was angry and refused to go in.  His father came out and 

entreated him, but he answered his father, 'Lo, these many years I have served you, and I 

never disobeyed your command; yet you never gave me a kid, that I might make merry 

with my friends.  But when this son of yours came, who has devoured your living with 

harlots, you killed for him the fatted calf!'  And he said to him, 'Son, you are always with 

me, and all that is mine is yours.  It was fitting to make merry and be glad, for this your 

brother was dead, and is alive; he was lost, and is found.'"  

 

  

SAINTS AND FEASTS COMMEMORATED  

 
Sunday of the Prodigal Son -    

 

Through the parable of today's Gospel, our Saviour has set forth three things for us: the 

condition of the sinner, the rule of repentance, and the greatness of God's compassion.  The 

divine Fathers have put this reading the week after the parable of the Publican and Pharisee 

so that, seeing in the person of the Prodigal Son our own wretched condition -- inasmuch as 

we are sunken in sin, far from God and His Mysteries -- we might at last come to our senses 

and make haste to return to Him by repentance during these holy days of the Fast.  

Furthermore, those who have wrought many great iniquities, and have persisted in them for 

a long time, oftentimes fall into despair, thinking that there can no longer be any 

forgiveness for them; and so being without hope, they fall every day into the same and 

even worse iniquities.  Therefore, the divine Fathers, that they might root out the passion of 

despair from the hearts of such people, and rouse them to the deeds of virtue, have set the 

present parable at the forecourts of the Fast, to show them the surpassing goodness of 

God's compassion, and to teach them that there is no sin -- no matter how great it may be -

- that can overcome at any time His love for man.  

 

Pamphilus the Martyr & his Companions -  February 16  

 

 

Flavianos, Patriarch of Constantinople -  February 16  

 

 

Romanos the Younger -  February 16  

 

 

 

 APOLYTIKION AND KONTAKION HYMNS  
 
Resurrectional Apolytikion First Tone  

 

Τού λίθου σφραγισθέντος υπό τών 

Ιουδαίων, καί στρατιωτών φυλασσόντων 

τό άχραντόν σου σώμα, ανέστης τριήμερος 

Σωτήρ, δωρούμενος τώ κόσμω τήν ζωήν. 

Διά τούτο αι Δυνάμεις τών ουρανών, 

εβόων σοι Ζωοδότα. Δόξα τή Αναστάσει 

σου, Χριστέ, δόξα τή βασιλεία σου, δόξα 

τή οικονομία σου, μόνε Φιλάνθρωπε.  



 Although the Jews had fastened their seal 

upon Your gravestone, and while Your 

immaculate body was guarded by their 

soldiers, O Savior, Your rose on the third 

day, bestowing on the world the gift of 

life; for which reason all the powers of 

Heaven’s host did shout to You, Life-

bestower: Glory be to Your rising from the 

dead, Glory be to Your Reign, O Christ, 

Glory be to Your dispensation, O You who 

love mankind.  

 

 

Apolytikion of the Church  

 

Του Σταύρου σου τον τύπον εν ουρανώ 

θεασάμενος,   

και ως ό Παύλος την κλήσιν ουκ εξ 

ανθρώπων δεξάμενος,   

ό εν βασιλεύσιν, Απόστολός σου Κύριε,   

βασιλεύουσαν πόλιν τη χειρί σου 

παρέθετο. Ην περίσωζε διά παντός εν 

ειρήνη,  πρεσβείαις της Θεοτόκου, μόνε 

Φιλάνθροπε.   

  

Having seen in the heavens  

the sign of Your precious Cross O Lord,   

and as it happened with St. Paul,  

having received not his call from man,  

he who has become Your Apostle from 

among the kings,  

has entrusted the Ruling City into Your 

hands. By the intercessions of the 

Theotokos preserve it   

forever in peace and safety, O You who 

love mankind.  

 

 

Kontakion   

 

Της πατρώας δόξης σου, αποσκιρτήσας 

αφρόνως, εν κακοίς εσκόρπισα, ον μοι 

παρέδωκας  πλούτον . όθεν σοι τήν τού 

Ασώτου φωνή κραυγάζω. Ήμαρτον 

ενώπιόν σου Πάτερ οικτίρμον . δέξαι με 

μετανούντα, και ποίησόν με, ως ένα 

μισθίων σου.   

  

I revolted senselessly * out of Your 

fatherly glory;*I have squandered 

sinfully* all of the riches You gave me.* 

Hence to You,* using the Prodigal's words, 

I cry out,* "I have sinned before You, 

merciful loving Father.* O receive me in 

repentance,* I pray, and treat me as one 

of your hired hands. 

 

 

 

  

WISDOM FROM THE CHURCH FATHERS  
 
Thank God every day with your whole heart for having given to you life according to His 

image and likeness - an intelligently free and immortal life...Thank Him also for again daily 

bestowing life upon you, who have fallen an innumerable multitude of times, by your own 

free will, through sins, from life unto death, and that He does so as soon as you only say 

from your whole heart: 'Father, I have sinned against heaven and before Thee!' (Luke 

15:18).  

 

 St. John of Kronstadt, My Life in Christ: Part 1; Holy Trinity Monastery pgs. 104-105  

19th century  

 

 

   

 

 
 

 



PARISH NEWS AND EVENTS  

 
 Welcome to Sts. Constantine and Helen Greek Orthodox Church!  

  

Today we will pray the 25 year memorial for George Skidis, Sr.  May his memory be eternal!  

   

Parish Council meets today.   

  

Philoptochos meets today.   

  

This Week:   

  

Today: Feb. 16th, 6:30 pm Veneration of the Myrrh Streaming Iveron Icon of Hawaii at the 

Assumption Greek Orthodox Church, 1755 Des Peres Rd, St. Louis, MO 63131   

  

(or 3pm at St. Basil the Great Russian Orthodox Church, 3615 McCausland Ave, St. Louis, 

MO 63109)  

          

Wed, 5:45 Vespers, Faith class  

  

  

Sat, Feb. 16th, 5 pm Great Vespers, Holy Confession  

  

Sunday, 8:45 Matins, 10 am Divine Liturgy, Philoptochos Meeting  

  

Book of the Month: Precious Vessels of the Holy Spirit, The Lives and Teachings of 

Contemporary Elders of Greece,$18  

  

 Coming Up!  

  

Saturday, Feb.22nd--First Saturday of Souls: 9 am Matins, Divine Liturgy and Memorial 

(please offer names of your departed loved ones for prayer, distinguishing the Orthodox)  

  

Fri, Feb. 28th-GOYA Movie Night at the Karathanos'--please rsvp Prez. Yianna: 

yukarathanos@yahoo.com   

  

Sun, March 2nd--our Parish is sponsoring the FOCUS Community Meal and seeking 

volunteers to serve (3 to 6pm). Please sign the list in the hall or rsvp to Fr. Achilles  

  

Sun, March 9th--Missions Sunday—Coffee hour to support missionaries of our Parish—Fr. 

Achilles, Demetri, and Didi—to serve short term in Ouzinckie Alaska in July   

  

All are welcome to remain and pray the Thanksgiving Prayers after receiving antidoron.   

  

Please join us in the Church Hall for a memorial lunch sponsored by the Skidis family in 

loving memory of George Sr.   

  

                              Glory to God for all things!  

  

  

  

 


